
 
I am writing in support of SB01076 AAC AID IN DYING FOR TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS. I have not 
had the experience of watching someone I love in the throes of death, but that doesn’t exclude 
my knowing that the end of life can be a tortuous event. Recently, a good friend, having lived 
through two years of pancreatic cancer, and having exhausted all possible treatments to slow 
its spread, knew that he only had a short time to live. It was impossible to mitigate his 
excruciating pain at home, where he had chosen to die under hospice care, so he returned to 
the hospice in Branford. His wife reports that he was begging for his life to be over rather than 
endure the agony any longer, It is partly to honor Bill’s memory that I write asking you to have 
mercy on all of us who face the same fate. None of us is exempt from dying, but you have it in 
your legislative power to offer the people of Connecticut the choice to exit in dignity., with their 
integrity intact. 
 
Oregon, Washington, Washington D.C., New Jersey, Hawaii, Maine, Colorado, California, 
Vermont, New Mexico and Montana have all worked out assisted end-of-life  protocols for their 
states. Shouldn’t Connecticut be next? 
 
Dorie Baker 
North Haven, CT 
 


